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C Differences Between SAS and SPSS sheepsqueez SIS
C How to Create an SPSS Program

C Reading in Data

C More on the COMPUTE Statement

C Control Flow

C Sorting and Merging Datasets

C Appending Datasets

C Subsetting Your Datasets

C SPSS's Answer to SAS's BY Statement
C Some Useful Procedures

C Sampling Your Dataset

C Recoding Variables

C Working with Missing Values

C Reading in Data (The Sequel)

C More on the DATASET * Commands

C Capturing Procedure Output

C Creating a Simple SPSS Macro

C System Variables
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Differences Between SAS and SPSS

Although both SAS and SPSS have the concept of a dataset, there is no concept sheepsqueezSSiee
of a DATA Step in SPSS. An SPSS dataset is created by a series of statements T
through its programming language or command syntax 1 and those statements

create an active dataset . Itis this active dataset that is then used in

subsequent statements and procedures. You can save that active dataset into a

permanent file much like a permanently stored SAS dataset. There are

commands in SPSS, though, that can operate on these permanent SPSS

datasets (see the MERGE command) and don't necessarily take into account the

active dataset.

Also, there is no concept of a procedure step in SPSS. Procedures are run on
the active dataset and, unlike SAS, procedures do not have the DATA= option to
tell them what data to act on. Using the SPSS GET command, you can make
another dataset the active dataset and then run your procedure(s) on that
newly active dataset.

In this presentation, we are using PASW Statistics 18. You can download a free
trial copy of this software from SPSS's website at www.spss.com . Note that
SPSS is now an IBM company.
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How to Create An SPSS Program

When you start SPSS, you will see several windows open up automatically. One sheepsquecZBiE
window is the open dialog as shown below:

FFT] PASW Statistics 18 e . 5]
° <
PASW Statistics
What would you like to do? i
@_Qpen an existing data source: O Run the tutorial !

More Files...

© Type in data

© Run an existing query

% © Open another type of file

© Create new guery
using Database
Wizard

["] Don't show this dialog in the future Cancel

If you already have a saved SPSS data source, you can open it up using the

Open an existing data source radio button. But, you can also open up additional
files such as SAS datasets, Excel spreadsheets, SysStat files, older SPSS files,
text files, etc. Use the Open another type of file radio button to_open-up an

SPSS program containing command syntax.
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How to Create An SPSS Program

Another window you will see is the Output window. This contains the results of
running your SPSS program. The final window is Statistics Data Editor window
as shown below.

r@ Untitled1 [DataSet0] - PASW Statistics Data Editor JL \ ‘ e B e
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Maximize this window, if necessary. Now, in order to create an SPSS program,
click on Fil eéNewéSyntax—as—shown on the fo
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How to Create An SPSS Program ‘

This opens up the PASW Statistics Syntax Editor window. The pane on the right
IS where you are going to create your SPSS code.
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